Eosinophilic fasciitis occurring four weeks after the onset of dialysis in a renal failure patient.
Eosinophilic fasciitis is a rare, scleroderma-like disease that usually affects the extremities of young to middle-aged males. The disease may cause flexion contractures and limit joint mobility and is associated with peripheral eosinophilia. The fascia, by definition, is infiltrated with mononuclear cells and typically with eosinophils. Eosinophilic fasciitis may be separated from another sclerodermatous disorder, linear scleroderma, by its response to systemic corticosteroids. The etiology is unclear but eosinophilic fasciitis has numerous disease associations. However, it has not previously been associated with renal failure and hemodialysis. This article reports a case of eosinophilic fasciitis occurring four weeks following the onset of hemodialysis. The clinical and histologic features confirmed the diagnosis of eosinophilic fasciitis. He was treated with systemic corticosteroids with good response. This is the first reported patient who developed eosinophilic fasciitis in close temporal relationship with the start of hemodialysis. While eosinophilic fasciitis may be coincidental with a common disorder, namely, renal failure, it is interesting to note that hemodialysis patients often have immune-regulation abnormalities and peripheral eosinophilia.